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TOWN OF WASHINGTON                                                 

MASSACHUSETTS

ZONING (PROTECTIVE) BY-LAW
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Section 1:   Purpose

This by Law Is Adopted in Accordance with the Provisions of 

Chapter 40a of the General Laws; As Amended, to Regulate the Use of Land, Buildings, and 
Structures to the Full Extent of the

Independent Constitutional Powers of municipalities in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the present and the future inhabitants of 
the town of Washington.

Section 2:   Definitions

For the Purpose of This By-Law, the following words and terms are used herein shall have the 
meanings or limitations of me here under defined, explained, or assign.

Assessor use or structure: A Use or Structure on the Same Lot with, and of a Nature Customarily 
Incidentally and Subordinate to the Principal Use of, the Existing Structure

Dwelling Units: one or more rooms constituting a separate, independent, housekeeping
establishment with cooking, living, sanitary, and sleeping facilities for the use of one family.

Dwelling, Single-Family: a detached residential building containing no more than 1 dwelling unit, 
designed for and occupied by one family only, but not including mobile homes whether or not 
erected upon a foundation.

Dwelling, Two Family: a detached residential building containing no more than two dwelling 
units, designed for and occupied by two families only, but not including mobile homes whether 
or not erected upon a foundation.

Family: one or more individuals related by blood marriage or adoption, or not more than 5 
individuals who are not so related, living in a single dwelling and unit.

Home Occupation: a business engaged in within a dwelling or it's assessor structure by a 
resident thereof, involving no undue traffic, noise, or other factor unusual to a residential 
premise. For the purpose of this By-Law, home occupation does not include gift shops or any 
other similar retail establishments.

Lot: A single track of land held in identical ownership throughout, defined by metes and bounds 
or a lot lines in a deed or conveyance.

Section 3: ZONING Districts

for purpose of this By-Law, the entire area of the town of Washington shall constitute a single 
zoning district with uniform regulations for each class or kind of structure or use permitted.

Section 4:  Use Regulations



Except As Provided by Law, or in This By-Law, No Building or Structure Shall Be Erected, and No 
Building, Structure, or land other than one or more of the uses hereinafter set forth as 
permitted by right or as permissible by special permit and so authorized.

 4.1. 1. Single-family dwelling

 4.1. 2. Use Of land and structure for agricultural, or horticultural, or floricultural
purposes.

 4.1. 3. Religious or educational uses or land owned or leased by the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts or any of its agencies, subdivisions, or bodies politic; or by a religious 
sect or denomination; or by a nonprofit educational corporation.

 4.1. 4. Municipal or Governmental Use Including Educational Facilities, Parks, 
Playgrounds, or Other Recreational Facilities Owned or Operated by Any Agency of the 
Town of Washington.

 4.1. 5. Accessory uses and Structures Customarily Incidental and to a Permitted Principal 
Use on the Same Premises, Including, but Not Limited to, the Following:

A. The use of a room or rooms in a dwelling or accessory rebuilding by a resident occupant 
for:

(1) The practice of a recognized profession.

(2) The use of a resident carpenter, painter, plumber, electrician, or other artisans in 
connection with his trade.

(3)  The conduct of a home occupation by a resident, provided that there is no external 
evidence of any business other than a permitted sign for the identification of such 
business.

b. Rental of a room, or rooms not exceeding three in number, a dwelling by a resident 
family, provided that no separate kitchen facilities are maintained, and with the 
approval of the Board of Health.

C. The display and sale by a resident of the premises, at a roadside stand or otherwise, of 
natural products of which the major portion are produced on the premises.

D. The display of sign or signs, as regulated under section 6.4 of this By-law.

E.  Mobile home usage, as regulated under section 6.5 of this By-law.

4.2 Uses which may be authorized by the Planning Board by special permit in accordance 
with the provisions of this By-law.

4.2.1 Two Family dwelling.



4.2.2 Commercial greenhouse, nursery, sawmill, dog kennel, or veterinary hospital.

4.2.3 Golf Course, ski tow, riding stable, or other recreational facility of similar character.

4.2.4 Campground or recreational vehicle park, as regulated under section 8 of the state 
sanitary code.

4.2.5 Mobile home park, as regulated under section 6.5 of this By-Law.

4.2.6  Any other use determined by the Planning Board to be similar in character to one or 
more uses specially authorized herein, provided that the board finds that the proposed use 
is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this By-Law and not offensive or 
detrimental to the neighborhood.

4.2.7 The following uses are expressly prohibited:

A.  Garbage and refuge incinerators to, or the dumping of refuse matter not 
originating   on the premises, except in areas operated for that purpose By the Town of 
Washington or its approved contractors.

B.  Distillation of bones, rendering a fat, or the reduction of animal glue.

C.  Manufacturer of animal glue.

D.  Slaughterhouse.

E.  Piggery, unless accessory  to agricultural activities.

F. Fur farm.

G.  Storage or treatment of ash or other similar material resulting in the creation of      
dust.

H. the accumulation, harboring, or dismantling for sale of metals or parts of 
automobiles, vehicles, or unsorted items in a state of disrepair, otherwise classified 
as junk.

1.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no use shall be permitted which
that would be offensive to the neighborhood because of injurious or obnoxious 
noise, vibration, smoke, gas fumes, odors, dust, or any other objectionable features, 
or be hazardous to the community because of fire, explosion, traffic, or any other 
cause. No use shall be permitted which could prove destructive to the safety or 
welfare of the neighborhood, or destructors to property values, because of any 
excessive nuisance qualities.



4.2.8  Special permits may be issued for accessory he use to a by-right use, whether or not 
this on the same parcel, that is necessary in connection with scientific research or 
development or related production, provided that the Planning Board finds that the 
proposed accessory he use does not substantially derogate from the public good.

Section 5: INTENSITY REGULATIONS

5.1 Residential Usage

  5.1.1 Any building used for residential purposes shall be located on a lot having a lot area of 
not less than 4 acres for a single family dwelling, or not less than 8 acres for two family 
dwellings.

    5.1.2 Lot Frontage Is shall not be less than 200 feet for single-family dwellings nor less than 
300 feet for two family dwellings.

   5.1.3  No more than one single or two family dwelling shall be located upon a lot, except 
where specifically authorized by special permit issued by the Planning Board when the 
lot area is sufficient to provide a minimum of 4 acres per dwelling unit, and when Lot 
frontage is sufficient to allow a minimum of 200 feet per dwelling unit.

   5.1.4 Any Building or structure shall be set back from the line of Lot frontage a minimum of 40 
feet and from all other Lot boundaries a minimum of 20 feet

   5.1.5 No lot shall be less than 100 feet in width at any given point.

5.2 Non-Residential Usage

5.2.1 Any building or structure used for nonresidential purposes shall be located on a lot having 
a lot area of not less than 3 acres.

5.2.2 Any lot used for Nonresidential Purposes Shall Have a Minimum Frontage of 200 Feet.

5.2.3 Any building or structure shall be set back from the line of the Lot frontage a minimum of 
40 feet and from all other Lot boundaries a minimum of 30 feet.

SECTION 6: SPECIAL PROVISIONS

6.1 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES, USES, AND LOTS

6.1.1 The provisions of this By-Law shall not apply to users or structures lawfully in existence 
or lawfully begun at the time of adoption of this By-Law, nor to any alterations, 
reconstruction, extensions, any structural changes to a single-family or two family 
dwelling as provided in section 6, Chapter 40A of the General Laws.



   6.1.2  Any pre-existing nonconforming structure or use may be rebuilt or reestablished with in 
two years if damaged or destroyed by fire or other catastrophe.

    6.1.3 Pre-Existing Nonconforming Structures or uses may be extended, altered, or changed to 
another nonconforming use by special permit from the Planning Board, provided that 
the board finds that such extension, alteration, or change shall not be substantially 
more detrimental than the existing nonconforming use to the neighborhood.

   6.1.4  A nonconforming use of land or structures which has been abandoned or not used for a 
period of two years or more shall not be reestablished, and any further use of this such 
premises shall conform to the provisions of this By-Law, except by special permit from 
the Planning Board.

  6.1.5  Nonconforming lots on record, and lots shown on a plan endorsed by the Planning Board
under the subdivision Control Law are exempt from the provisions of this By-Law to the 
extent provided in section 6, Chapter 40A of the General Laws.

6.2 Special Permits

    6.2.1 The Planning Board for the town of Washington is herein designated as the special 
permit granting authority to hear and decide upon applications for special permits as 
specifically authorized under this By-Law, in accordance with the divisions of section 9, 
Chapter 40 A of the General Laws.

    6.2.2 Special permits shall only be issued following public hearings held within 65 days after 
the filing of an application with the Planning Board.

    6.2.3 A special permit shall lapse in two years if a substantial use or construction has not 
begun under the permit by such date, except for good cause.

6.3 OFF STREET PARKING PROVISIONS

any building or structure hereafter erected or converted for business or public use shall 
be located on a lot of sufficient Lot area to provide suitable off Street parking space, 
with adequate disposal of storm water, capable of accommodating parked vehicles for 
anticipated maximum use of the proposed facility.

6.4 Sign Regulations

6.4.1 Permitted Accessory Signs

A. Noncommercial signs, not exceeding 3 square feet in area, and bearing only the 
names of residence or other identification of the premises or commonly used warning 
signs.



B. One sign, not exceeding 8 square feet in area, for a permitted accessory use of the 
premises.

C. Signs for commercial or other nonresidential uses, not exceeding 32 square feet in 
area, except by special permit from the Planning Board.

6.4.2 Sign Restrictions

A. No sign shall use moving parts, noisemaking devices, red lights, or lights which blink, 
flash, rotate, or vary in light intensity.

B. Any lighting use to illuminate a sign shall be shielded to prevent the observance of the 
light source from a traveled way.

C. No sign shall be placed upon the roof of any building or structure or extend above the 
papapet or eave line of such building or structure.

D.  Freestanding signs may not exceed 8 feet in height above grade, or be located closer 
than 10 feet to the line of the Lot frontage except with a special permit from the 
Planning Board in cases where the board finds that the requirements of that particular 
location dictate greater height or smaller setback.

E. No sign shall be located off the premises to which it applies, except that directional, 
informational, or identification signs may be permitted by special permit from the 
Planning Board where the board finds that such signs will serve the public convenience 
and not be detrimental to the neighborhood with respect to size location or design.

6.5 MOBILE HOMES

6.5.1  Occupancy of a mobile home as a dwelling unit shall not be permitted other than 
in a licensed mobile home park, except as a temporary dwelling as regulated under 
section 6.5.2 of this By-Law.

6.5.2 Occupancy of a mobile home as temporary living quarters for one year may be 
allowed by special permit from the Planning Board when the mobile home is located on 
a lot on which a dwelling is under construction for over occupancy, subject to the 
approval by the board of health in regard to water supplied and water disposal facilities.

6.5.3 Mobile Home Parks may be allowed by a special permit from the Planning Board, 
subject to the following conditions:

A. For purposes of this By-Law, mobile home parks are intended to provide                                
permanent, rather than transient, residential sites.

B. Mobile home parks shall be designated to accommodate no fewer than 12 
dwelling units.



C. Mobile home parks shall be subject to the intensity regulations set forth 
under section 5.2 of this By-Law.

Section 7: ZONING Board of Appeals

7.1 There Shall Be a Zoning Board of Appeals Consisting of Three Members and two(2) associate 
members to be appointed by the board of selectmen as provided in section 12, Chapter 
40a of the General Laws. The Board shall act within its statutory powers as provided in 
section 14, Chapter 40a of the General Laws and on matters with its jurisdiction under 
this By-Law in a manner prescribed in section 15, chapter 40A of the General Laws. This 
Board of appeals shall also serve as the board of appeals under this Subdivision Control 
Law as provided in Chapter 41, section 81-Z. of the General Laws.

7.2 Authorized use Variances may be provided under the provisions set forth in section 10, 
Chapter 40A, of the General Laws.

SECTION 8: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

8.1 This By-Law shall be enforced by the building inspector appointed by the board of selectmen 
as provided in the state building code.

8.2 Construction or Operation under a Building or Special Permit shall conform to any 
subsequent amendments of this By-Law unless the permit is issued before the first 
publication of the required notice of public hearing by the Planning Board of such 
amendment, and the use or construction is commenced within a period of not more 
than six months after the issuance of the permit, and in cases involving construction, 
unless such construction is continued through to completion as continuously and 
expeditiously as is reasonable.

8.3 Whoever Shall Violate Any Provisions of This By-Law or fail to comply with any of its 
requirements shall upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than $100 for each 
offense. Each day such violation continues shall be considered a separate offense.

SECTION 9: AMENDMENT AND THE VALIDITY

9.1 Amendment

This By-Law may be amended from time to time in an annual or specific town meeting in 
accordance with Chapter 48, section 5 of the General Laws.

9.2 Validity

9.2.1 This By-Law, or any amendments thereto, shall take effect on the date on which such 
adoption or amendment is voted by the town meeting.



9.2.2 This By-Law Repeals and Replaces the Zoning By-law adopted by the town of Washington 
On June 15, 1968 and subsequent amendments made thereto.

9.2.3 The Validity of any section or provision of this By-Law shall not invalidate any other section 
or provision thereof.

Earth removal By-Law

TOWN OF WASHINGTON

A DOCUMENT MAY 14TH 1990

A. Purpose

It is the intention of the following regulations and requirements to provide for the public 
safety; to control noise, air or water pollution, erosion, vibration and landslides; to protect 
neighboring residential properties and public ways from any adverse effects which may be 
caused by this use; to provide for the restoration of the land for its reuse at the termination 
of the extractive activity, and to protect the area you from becoming an eyesore.

B. Activities affected 

1. All removal of earth materials such as clay sand or gravel, from land anywhere in town is 
hereby prohibited unless done in strict compliance with a permit granted hereunder by 
the Planning Board after a duly advertised public hearing. The term “removal” as used 
herein shall mean shipping, digging, or excavating the earth material from one lot or 
removing it away from said Lot. The removal of topsoil, sod or loan from a lot is 
prohibited.

2. This By-Law shall not apply to Earth removal from a building lot necessary for the 
construction of a permitted wowing or structure or the access thereto.

3. This By-Law shall not apply to a removal operation which is being conducted in 
compliance with the requirements of a subdivision plan approved by the Planning Board

4. Earth removal operations consisting of less than 50 cubic yards in any 12 month period 
shall be exempt from any or all of the requirements as set forth herein.

C.   Requirements

1. Any application for Earth removal operation shall be accompanied by:

A. A plan prepared and signed by a registered land surveyor or engineer showing the 
property lines, along with the names and addresses of all abutters and property owners 
within 300 feet of the property including those across any shriek or way.



B. A plan showing existing grades at 6 m or 20 foot or closer contour intervals, of the area 
from which the material is to be removed and of surrounding areas within 100 feet of the 
removal operations. This plan shall show all structures, vegetative cover, not for war are 
ways and wetlands, within 100 feet of operations; roads and access to operations. The plan 
may be an enlargement of the most recent USGS topographical map of the area, showing 
the property lines of the parcel and all of the information listed above

C. A plan a plan for restoration of the land showing proposed grades after completion of 
excavation at 3 m or 10 foot or closer contour intervals, including vegetative cover, trees, 
etc.

2.  A performance bond in an amount determined by the Planning Board and approved as to 
form by Town Council has been posted in the name of the town assuring satisfactory 
performance in the fulfillment of the requirements of this By-Law and such other conditions 
as the Planning Board may impose as conditions to issuance of its permit, i.e. coverage for 
damage to public ways, etc.

3.  Spring high water table shall be established at a time and location determined by the 
Planning Board from a test pit or well and the level related to a permanent movement on 
the property this information shall show on the topographic plans.

4.  Removal shall not take place at any grade below a level that would reasonably be 
considered a desirable grade for the later development of the area including consideration 
of public health standards, or below grades specified in the plan accompanying the permit 
application.

5.  No area shall be excavated so as to cause accumulation of freestanding water. Provision 
shall be made for safe drainage of water, and for the prevention of wind or water erosion 
carrying material onto adjoining properties.

6. Soil and existing vegetation shall not be disturbed within 100 feet of the boundaries of 
the lot, excepting at the conclusion of operations if required in order to improve the overall 
grading.

7. The unreclaimed Earth removal operation shall not exceed a total area of 7 acres at any 
one time.

C. 8.  During removal operations no slope shall exceed the natural angle of repose of the 
material in a dry state, except when the operation will remain dormant for more than 60 
days, the slope shall not exceed one for vertical rise of one and a half (1-1/2) foot horizontal 
distance.

D.  Restoration



Forthwith following the expiration or withdrawal of a permit, or voluntary cessation of 
operations, or upon completion of removal in a substantial area, that entire area show 
restored as follows:

1. All land shall be so graded that no slope exceeds 1 foot vertical rise in 2 feet horizontal 
distance and shall be so graded as to safely provide for drainage without erosion.

2. The entire area excepting exposed ledge rock shall be covered with not less than 4 inches 
of good quality loan, or plantable soil, which shall be planted with cover vegetation 
adequate to prevent soil erosion, using either grasses or groundcover, depending upon 
conditions.

3.  Bond shall not be released until sufficient time has lapsed to ascertain that the 
vegetation planted has successfully been established and that drainage is satisfactory.

E. Other Conditions

1. Before granting a permit, the Planning Board shall give due consideration to the location 
of the proposed Earth removal, to the general character of the neighborhood surrounding 
such location, and to the general safety of the public.

2. the Planning Board may impose conditions and restrictions with regard to length of time 
the permit will remain in force not to exceed one year; the hours of the day during which 
activities related to the removal of earth materials may be conducted; the method of 
excavating earth materials; the route of transporting excavated earth materials from the 
premises; the control of underground and surface drainage; the disposal of rock, trees, 
stumps, and other debris; increase setback of operations from property lines; and provisions 
for landscaping, screening, fencing or other barriers against nuisances and hazards to the 
public safety and welfare; and in order to protect the area for becoming an eyesore.

3.  Permits may be renewed upon application without a public hearing. Prior to renewal, 
inspections of the premises shall be made by the Planning Board to determine that the 
provisions of the By-Law and permit conditions are being complied with. The Planning Board
after hearing and proof of violations of the By-Law or conditions may withdraw the permit, 
after which the operation shall be discontinued and the area restored in accordance with 
the provisions contained in section C. herein and the conditions of the permit.

4.  The plan may be revised during the life of the permit, regarding changes in proposed 
finish grades, with the approval of the Planning Board.

5.  The Planning Board or their agents shall be free to inspect the premises at any time.

6. The Planning Board may establish rules and regulations to implement this By-Law, 
including a schedule of fees for permit applications.



7.  Notice of the public hearings shall be sent to the conservation commission. The applicant 
must comply with all provisions of the wetlands protection act.

F. Enforcement

Whosoever Violates Any Provisions of This By-Law or Any Condition under Which a Permit Is 
Issued, Shall Be Liable to the fines and penalties set forth in Chapter 40, Section 21, 
paragraph 17 of the General Laws, and all amendments thereto. Each day that such violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense.

G. Savings Clause

The invalidity of any section or provision of this By-Law shall not invalidate any other section 
or provision thereof.


